Trophy Race Points
Proposal by D.Dailey for Unit 446 board meeting, Feb 2023
I propose that the trophy races for 2023 be based on masterpoints earned as posted in the ACBL’s public masterpoint listings for each event, with no discount for points earned on grass roots days.
Context
The Microsoft and Jabon trophy are awarded to unit members who earn the most points at our sectional tournaments within their field.  The Microsoft trophy is open to all players; the Jabon trophy is open to new players who start the calendar year with fewer than 20 masterpoints.
But it’s not really “the most points at our sectional tournaments”.  For any “grass roots” fundraising dates, the masterpoint awards are increased, and under the current formula, that increase in the award is not included in the trophy race.
Discussion
An alternate method would be to simply use the posted masterpoint awards for the trophy races.  Call one method “grass roots adjusted” (GRA) and the other method “posted points” (PP).
Under GRA, the director in charge must undertake the extra task of creating a separate report that shows the how many of the masterpoints won by each player were awarded under the bonus scheme.  Those “MP WITH BUMP” amounts are adjusted downward to 80% of their bumped value for the purposes of calculating the trophy races.  This introduces layers of extra communication and complexity.
GRA introduces a lack of transparency for the players who do not have easy access to the exact information we use to create the trophy-race values.
I’ve been told that one argument in favor of GRA is that we did not want to unduly reward people who play only on grass-roots days because those are higher-paying events.  I think that is an ineffective argument; I submit that players should be rewarded fully for the events they choose, or are able, to play in.  That seems to be no different than choosing to play in an open event (for potentially a higher payout) even if I’m eligible to play in a limited event at the same tournament.
If the justification for GRA (that is, discounting points earned on grass roots days) is that not all days award grass roots points, that seems to me to be simply an element of the competition.  Some events pay more because there are more tables; some pay more because they allow stronger players; some pay more because they are on grass roots days.
Under the PP model, every player has access to the current standings just by looking at the lists of masterpoints posted after each tournament.  The points posted in the annual final standings will match the sum of the points they earned toward their rank achievements.
I propose that the 2023 trophy races be decided under the PP model, abandoning the less transparent and more complicated GRA model.

