[bookmark: _GoBack]Audience: Non-Employee Recruiters (teachers, club managers, club directors), Unit/District officials


Subject: New membership options coming March 1
Replies: membership@acbl.org


Introducing temporary memberships
Give your club players and students a taste of ACBL with the new temporary membership! For just $7.99, they can have the exclusive benefits of membership for one month: an issue of the Bridge Bulletin, Masterpoints®, access to tournament play and a permanent member number.

As a recruiter, you’ll benefit, too. You will receive $5 for each initial temporary membership you deliver and, when the temporary member renews for a  one-year or three-year membership, you’ll also get the current recruitment incentives. Just as importantly, the new membership option will help keep your players engaged, and you will likely see them return for games and lessons more often.

Temporary memberships are only available to players who never had a full-year membership before. At the end of the month, temporary members may renew the temporary membership or upgrade to a one-year or three-year membership. If a temporary member renews for a full-year membership before their temporary membership expires, they get a $7.99 discount (online renewals only).

The temporary membership option will be available both online and on the New Membership Application forms via MyACBL starting March 1. 

Once you’ve signed up a temporary member, we’ll reach out to them. We want to include them in our bridge community and show them how being a member can enhance their bridge experience.

Tell your players about the temporary membership today!

Please check the FAQ at the bottom of this message. If you have additional questions, don’t hesitate to contact Member Services at 1-800-264-2743 or membership@acbl.org.

Other membership plan changes
New members can now test-drive ACBL for one or several months before committing to a full-year membership plan. Therefore, we are eliminating the discounted new-member option. Also, due to low demand, we are eliminating the 2-year membership. As of March 1, here is a list of ACBL membership plans available:

	1-month	1-year	3-year
Temporary	$7.99		
Junior		$5	
Regular		$49	$117
Household		$82	$216
Life Member		$46	$108
Patron (Individual)		$275	$750
Patron (Household)		$375	$1,050

Member number now required at tournaments
A new rule for tournaments will be applied with the introduction of temporary memberships: players must now provide an ACBL member number to play in any tournament event. Therefore, non-members must join ACBL before playing.

Members whose membership has expired are still required to pay $4 more per tournament session. If it is a charity event, a 0-20 game, or player has a current membership with ABA, there is no surcharge.

Players without an ACBL member number may still play in sanctioned clubs.

Teachers to enroll new students as temporary members
A temporary membership will help students become enthusiastic bridge players and return for more lessons! Having member benefits, like a member number and an issue of the Bridge Bulletin, will show students how thrilling and inclusive the bridge community is. Additionally, we’ll be able to reach out to your students to remind them about your classes and the joy of playing. You’ll also receive the $5 reward for each initial temporary membership you sign up.



Temporary Membership FAQ

What is a temporary membership?
A temporary membership gives a player all the benefits of being a member for one month. For just $7.99, they can have an issue of the Bridge Bulletin, Masterpoints®, access to tournament play and a permanent member number.

What does a temporary member receive?
Temporary members receive regular membership benefits for one month: an issue of the Bridge Bulletin, Masterpoints®, access to tournament play and a permanent member number.

How long does a temporary membership last?
At least one month: new members may receive a few additional days of membership, depending on the day of the month they join ACBL.

How much does a temporary membership cost?
A temporary membership is $7.99. Renewing a temporary membership costs additional $7.99 per month. If the player signs up for a full-year membership before the temporary membership is over, they will receive a $7.99 discount (offer valid for online renewal only).

Who can have a temporary membership?
Only new members or renewing temporary members can buy a temporary membership. Anyone who has previously had a full-year membership can’t enroll in a temporary membership.

How do you buy a temporary membership?
Players can buy a temporary membership at acbl.org or by filling out a New Member Application form received from a recruiter.

What are all the membership options now available to non-members?
Players can buy temporary membership at $7.99, one-year membership at $49, or three-year membership at $117.

May a non-member buy a full-year membership directly?
Yes. Non-members can join for one or three years directly.

Can you extend your temporary membership?
Yes. Previous temporary members can buy another temporary membership after the first month. However, once you have become a full-year member, you can’t buy a temporary membership again.

What if you want to become a full-year member after a temporary membership?
Just go to acbl.org/renew and select a one or three membership plan. If you buy a full-year membership before your temporary membership ends, you will receive a $7.99 discount (offer valid for online renewal only).

What do temporary memberships have to do with tournament play?
Beginning March 1, 2018, all tournament players must have an ACBL member number to participate (even if their membership has expired). The temporary membership allows non-members to try the excitement of playing in a sanctioned tournament without committing to a full-year membership.

Your membership has expired. Can you play in a tournament?
Sure. You can renew your membership (go to acbl.org/renew) or pay $4 more per session. If it is a charity event, a 0-20 game, or player has a current membership with ABA, there is no surcharge.

How do recruiters benefit from promoting temporary memberships?
Recruiters will receive $5 for each initial temporary membership they sign up. This will be distributed via a monthly check. When the temporary member renews for a one or three-year membership, you’ll also get the current recruitment incentives. Just as importantly, the new membership option will help keep your players engaged, and you will likely see them return for games and lessons more often.

How do recruiters receive rewards?
ACBL cannot distribute recruitment bonuses without issuing proper tax documents. You’ll need to provide tax information to ACBL before we can send you a check.

Is there a limit to how many rewards recruiters can receive?
No.

