Seattle NextGenBridge Welcomes You to the
2016 School Bridge Program
      Seattle NextGenBridge (SNGB) has partnered with Seattle Parks and Recreation, Seattle Schools and the American Contract Bridge League (ACBL) to bring the sport of bridge to school students in 6th-12th grades. Bridge is enjoying a renewed interest among young and old alike. The positive aspects of bridge are many. For students, some of the benefits include improving math, strategy, critical thinking, logic and problem solving skills, honing communication, self-discipline, team spirit, courtesy and learning to compete on a level playing field in a global sport recognized by the US Olympics Committee.  Our program provides an inclusive, fun, non-judgmental approach to bridge in a safe, positive environment. There is no stereotypical bridge player.  People from very diverse backgrounds learn to play and enjoy this great sport.
   The SNGB School Program began in spring of 2014 with Seattle Parks and Recreation/Community Learning Center’s Out of School afternoon programs in 3 Seattle middle schools- McClure, Denny and Mercer. Last school year, Washington MS joined us and this year we are happy to announce our expansion to high schools. We are fortunate to have a US Bridge Ambassador, Bill Gates, in Seattle. He has done much to bring our beloved sport to youth all across the country. Our own UW Bridge Team are National College champions. 
   SNGB provides volunteer master level teachers from the Seattle bridge community to present a 16-20 hour curriculum to learn the game and to assist parents, teachers and school staff to create a school Bridge Club and send a team to compete in a real end-of school year intramural tournament held at the Queen Anne Community Center. The equipment is donated to each school by SNGB and includes tables, bidding boxes, boards, cards, forms, etc. Teaching materials are provided by the American Contract Bridge League who holds tournaments all over the US and Canada.  Like any other sport, there is a learning curve to understand bridge basics and it takes practice to improve. There are many teaching aids online- through sources like the ACBL and bridge stories and video tutorials are on YouTube.
We suggest 8-20 students per school, and welcome more.  The SNGB volunteer teachers receive a small stipend from the ACBL to defray costs. Each school works with the volunteers to determine what schedule fits best. Learning bridge requires focus and a minimum of distractions so a quiet place during or after school works best. As with any other sport there is an attrition rate. We have found that many students continue in the program and go on to compete in the tournament. This is an exciting opportunity for your students to learn something new. Whether played as a social game with family and friends or as a competitive sport, bridge provides benefits and many new friends for years to come. Thank you for the opportunity to introduce our program to your school.
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To the Board of Directors, Seattle Bridge Unit #446
Request for Funding Spring/ Summer 2016
[bookmark: _GoBack]   Seattle NextGenBridge continues to bring duplicate bridge into Seattle schools- with the addition of high schools in 2016. The structure is different in the high schools and they take more time and effort to develop. The high school ASBs (Associated Student Bodies) prefer setting up a real school Bridge Club- complete with a constitution, staff advisor and parent support. Bridge is well suited as an after school activity as it is in the middle schools. In some schools, the YMCA, Parks & Recreation or the schools themselves create the activities. Each school has a different setup so we stay flexible.  Roosevelt, West Seattle and others are coming in this year.  We will continue to bring in new middle schools too. In the high schools, the students especially like the incentive and excitement competitive bridge brings and the prospect of competing in an ACBL tournament appeals to them very much. So this year SNGB is upping the game for kids! Seattle public school students will compete in the May 6, 2016 Intramural SNGB School Tournament. Our goal is to send a team of 6 public school students to compete in the Youth NABCs in Washington, DC- July 28- 30. We estimate these costs to be about $10,000. The rough costs per student are $1,500: $700- round trip airfare, $500-fees, local transportation, accommodations, $300 food.  A scholarship/ subsidy of $500 per student is reasonable. We are working diligently to make this happen. We have been approved for a $2,500 grant from the ACBL Education Foundation which is forthcoming. At the SNGB Board of Directors meeting on Feb. 25 2016 much was accomplished. We now have our 501CE3 status so tax free donations, corporate sponsorships and grants can be accepted.  As we expand our costs are increasing. SNGB sponsors the annual School Bridge Tournament. We will incorporate teacher training and assist with TAP/ABTA certification for our volunteers. We host an annual Volunteer Appreciation luncheon for the teacher team. Our community outreach also includes participation at neighborhood events/fairs and teaching bridge to members of affiliate organizations such as Seattle Parks and Rec, Community Learning Centers and school staff members. We therefore request a grant from the unit of $2,500 to match The ACBL Education grant. We will also submit a grant request to D19.  We are looking forward to working with the SBU, ACBL and D19 to bring bridge to Seattle’s school students and thank the SBU for their support and assistance in our mission.
Kindest Regards,

Anne L. Farmer, Chair
Seattle NextGenBridge
(206)441-7244, (206)865-0008
Email- seattlenextgenbridge@gmail.com
 

